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tendencies had degenerated into a type of life that posited
ideals impossible of actual realization by the masses of the
people or even by the majority of their devotees; ideals which
made the simplest amusements and pleasures heinous sins;
and which, consequently, perpetuated, even if they did not
develop, a piety that on the part of many became affectation
and hypocrisy, and on the part of others became fanaticism
and a menace. The heinousness of bell ringing and ball play-
ing to John Bunyan furnishes an example of this extreme
pietism; but the reaction as seen in the depth and sincerity of
Bunyan's religious experience was radically different from the
prevailing spirit of a generation or so later. A tone of cant
was introduced into literature and social intercourse, and
underneath this a frivolity and licentiousness was introduced
into the life of the times. There occurred a notable hiatus
between profession and action, between faith formally ac-
cepted and life actually lived. The resulting hypocrisy was
despised by those who, either through weakness of character
or through social situation, were compelled to conform, and
by those who honestly believed in the impotency of such
rigid ideals of conduct and who had greater faith in the gen-
uineness of human nature and the permissibility of the relaxa-
tion and pleasures which it craved.
The dominant formalism in France was of a somewhat
different type. Here the Church retained all its former
power, and exerted a most oppressive influence over thougm
and action. The reigning monarchs made amends for their
licentiousness by persecution and inquisitorial torturing of
those who dared question the authority of the Church, and
purchased a similar indulgence for their aristocracy by a
most intense loyalty to formal orthodoxy. " Ceremonial dis-
play and outward magnificence merely veiled moral meanness
and inward depravity ; punctilious attention to the rites of the
Church, and a blind or feigned orthodoxy, only favored the
spread of hypocrisy and of a secret and cynical skepticism/